Preface

There are some varieties of political interaction that contemporary

scholarship has made vivid and comprehensible for students, even as there are
other forms of political behavior that ha.ve. been so neatly merjlsured for storage
as to discourage the attention of nonspecialists. Polltlca} corruption, however,.ls a
phenomenon that has been neither neatly measured nor 1l!u_mmated by much highly
visible scholarship. It belongs to a third category of political ph;nomena that has
been subject to academic attention onlY_OCfa510"a||Y- .MOSt members of e'stabhsl}ed
academic disciplines have left the investigation of political corruption to journalists
and other purely descriptive or impressionistic .wrlters. Because systematic stlfdles
of it have been relatively rare, political corruption has been one f’f th9se subjects
consigned to limbo by the “map makers‘.' of the contemPOYfal’)’ social scx;nce fséab-
lishment. One consequence is that university graduates are g f‘en no more Knowledge-
able about it than are less highly educated readers c?f the dal y pres.;.. 4 methods of
Perhaps this collection will serve to put thf: subject an I some re atet Im: o sho
analysis more securely back onto the social sciences m:p. n ax}yhe‘gand, fOP; t] at
it will make evident that there exists a fespectable,'an‘ even l(';C ,h.oh yho sc ?al;-‘-
ship that is built upon various theoretical underpmm".gs'f anf :‘;1 ieh nas ;voc;' ¢
many findings and hypotheses that can serve as the.baSle or dl:ll‘ ;r res;e:rcd .d erc;
tainly I discovered a larger and more substantgal variety of stu 1ets- than I ad dare
to expect when I first started combing the mera?ure n co!'mec.lon. Wll 962 c:durse
on political corruption that I conducted at Washmg.ton Umversng' l;’ ) ) d any
of the findings have remained unintegrated, bu} thls. ;e.ems o ? arfg:y L;e N
limited contagt among individual scholars working ',V't in a varety of cisciplnes.
C Il serve to strengthen such. mte_rdlsclplmary .cfmtact..Ma.ny
Hopefully, this volume W1 hare the editor’s identification as a political scientist,
gf the selections’ ?;tggzsloZists, economists, historians, lawyers, sociologists, and
ut others are anthr
Publi;Iists. drawn to the study of political con:uptiox.1 w_ill probably want tp
ost readers dra y related to their main interests. 1 kept this

; . . : mmediatel
nvestigate topics ! }3at ?l:: ::;jor organizational framework of the book, and I hope
In mind when devising

: itical-geographic categories
; ctural-analytical and poli l-ge .
that the utilization of both :;?of the materials. This organization, readily seen on

will allow the most efficient d the scholar or teacher in locating those materials of
the contents page, Sl;ou!gt;L h, footnotes of all readings have been
Personal interest. To facil
Tetained. .
The second majo
cultural and comparat
vary from culture t0 culture,
how norms are related t© IJetudie
gained from cross-cultural S

additional researc

izational dimension of this volume is broadly cross-
T orgamd finitions and ways of coping with corrupt practices
ive. As et of the incentive for achieving deeper insights into
hg;rior in different social and polifical settings may be
s. For this reason, the readings I have selected
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the
Europe and the United States, l'eprcsez;’iteties
South Asia and Africa, encompass Sc[) have
whose indigenous traditions are non-Western. In my introductory essays hould
sought to indicate how Comparative analyses might be developed, but these S
be regarded merely as o

» and the other two,

acknowledge the translatiO‘;l
I would like to note the grea
J. Addison, who nursed this volume
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